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THIS IS THAT 
Church Resource Collection

Impart A Spirit Empowered Faith 
to the Next Generation!

Experience the empowering presence of the Holy Spirit 
on the solid ground of Biblical understanding!

Why Do We Need This is That? 
  Establish the Holy Spirit’s purity, power,   

 passion and purpose as a foundation   
 for faith across the generations.

  Equip the generations to re-language   
 Spirit empowerment principles for the   
 21st century.

  Expand the Biblical foundations for   
 Spirit-fi lled life across the generations.

  Engage spiritual fathers and mothers   
 to pass on their Holy Spirit-inspired faith.

Where Does It Fit?
  Effective for church-wide use, with  

 supporting sermons 

  Appropriate for small group study…  
 easily adapted to 4 or 6 week series

  Perfect for spiritual mentoring   
 across the generations

  Effective for personal Bible study   
 and devotions

  Ideal for personal prayer and fasting 
 sessions
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CHRIST AWAKENING 

 A Passion to be Led 
sermon notes based on This Is That! Article from Jim Cymbala and Dean Merrill 

Introduction: Holy Spirit Strategy  
 
God intended his work–everything from teaching a Bible study to pioneering a  
brand-new missionary effort–to be marked by the Holy Spirit flow. The Bible calls it 
being “led by the Spirit” (Rom. 8:14; Gal. 5:18). Yes, there are important doctrinal 
principles to learn and biblical facts to nail down, but at the same time, only God the 
Holy Spirit can weave them all together in a seamless, almost unconscious way so we 
can touch people with God’s message of love. What we need is that unique merger of 
divine truth, human personality, and Holy Spirit gifting that produces effective ministry 
for Christ. 
 
Players and “Watchers” 

The living Spirit of God can give us direction at critical moments. He can indicate to 
us what to say, what not to say, and how to react to the onrush of satanic schemes. 
He gives us the mind of Christ and spiritual clarity regarding what we are really up 
against. He imparts wisdom and discernment that no school can teach. These are   
absolute essentials if we are to be “competent as ministers of a new covenant–not of 
the letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit gives life” (2 Cor. 3:6). 
Equipped by God, we can successfully compete in the great spiritual contest called 
gospel work.  

But just as there are people who watch from the bleachers and never know the  
challenge of competing on the court, we have millions of churchgoers who sit in pews 
every week without ever entering the game. They sacrifice nothing, strain toward no 
ministry goals, never agonize in prayer for one soul, but pass judgment on how well 
the contest of faith is being played. Often they act as if “they know.” It looks easy from 
where they’re sitting, but then again, they have never really attempted much for God. 
The Christian who is willing to risk body and soul in the struggle against evil is of a  
different mind. He knows there will be difficult moments and all kinds of pressure. He 
knows he will need to summon all his strength as well as God’s in order to prevail. He 
is a champion for God, and he dares to plunge into the contest. 
 
We read about two such valiant warriors in Acts 13 and how they started a historic 
ministry for Christ. It all began with the leaders of the Antioch church–a clearly  
multiracial group, by the way–doing something very strange, at least to our modern 
ears.  “While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, ’set apart 
for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’ So after they had 
fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and sent them off” (vv. 2-3). And 
so Paul’s First Missionary Journey, as it is called, was launched, affecting the whole 
future of the Christian religion. 
 
These men were not sitting in a boardroom making strategic charts on a whiteboard. 
They were not huddled around their computers working on spreadsheets. Instead, 
they were having a time of worship, praise, and prayer, all intensified by periods of 
fasting. E. Stanley Jones said in one of his early books, “Most people plot and plan 
themselves into mediocrity, while now and again somebody forgets himself into       
greatness.”  

Sermon Notes 

FOCAL SCRIPTURES: 
Romans 8:14 
Galatians 5:18 
Acts 13:1-12 
II Corinthians 3:6 
Hebrews 2:3-4 

OUTLINE: 
Introduction 
Players and “Watchers” 
The Holy Spirit Wants You 
Beyond Volunteerism 
Showdown Time 
 
 

KEY TRUTHS: 
The living spirit of God can give 
us direction at critical moments.  
He can indicate what to say, 
what not to say.  He imparts 
wisdom and discernment that  
no school can teach.  The     
Holy Spirit’s calling is God’s 
ordained method of divinely 
called laborers. 
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CHRIST AWAKENING 

 Embracing Purpose: 
There’s A Miracle In Your House 

sermon notes based on This Is That! Article from Tommy Barnett 

Introduction: Sometimes we describe Christian experiences like merit badges 
“Are you born again?” “Have you been water baptized?”  “Are you filled with the Holy 
Spirit?” These are not awards to be displayed like patches on your sleeve.  They are 
parts of a dynamic and ongoing relationship with God 
 
“Oh, yes, I was filled with the Spirit back in 1972,” people might say. Sometimes don’t 
you I want to ask if it had occurred to them that they might have leaked a little since 
then! 
 
Peter and John were dragged before the counsel of the scribes and Pharisees (the 
Sanhedrin) to give an account of how they had healed the lame man who sat outside 
the gate of the temple. 
 

And when they had placed them in the center, they began to inquire, “By what power, 
or in what name, have you done this?”  Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to 
them… (Acts 4:7-8) 

 
The literal rendering of the text is noted in the margin of many translations.  In the 
New American Standard it reads:  “…having just been filled with the Holy Spirit.”  Peter 
was filled with the Holy Spirit, and then he spoke out in boldness. 
 
The same phrase is used again referring to Paul in Cyprus when he confronted Elymas 
the magician. 
 

But Saul, who was also known as Paul, [having just been] filled with the Holy Spirit, 
fixed his gaze upon him.  (Acts 13:9) 

 
The text goes on to say that Paul proclaimed that Elymas would be blinded because  
of his opposition to the gospel.  It happened as Paul declared, and as a result the  
proconsul believed. 
 
When Peter and John returned from their confrontation with the scribes and  
Pharisees over the healing of the lame man, they reported to the rest the threats that 
had been issued; that is, that they should not preach anymore in the name of Jesus.  
All that were present lifted up their voices in prayer.  As a result the place where they 
gathered was shaken, and they were “all filled with the Holy Spirit, and began to 
speak the word of God with boldness” (Acts 4:31). 
 
Here were all these apostles and disciples being filled with the Holy Spirit again! 
Some Pentecostals and evangelicals have differing ideas about the baptism of  
the Spirit as a second blessing. But regardless of your belief about theology and  
terminology, we all need to be filled with the Holy Spirit, continually, regularly, daily. 
 
I pray for power every morning—even beg for God’s power.  I believe God likes to hear 
me dependent on Him!  I have little signs I post in my car and office that read:  “Pray 
for power.”  I had these little notes printed up for our church, too.  Our people have 
them stuck up everywhere. 
 
 

Sermon Notes 

FOCAL SCRIPTURES: 
Acts 4:7-8, 31 
Ephesians 5:18 
Romans 8:29 
II Corinthians 3:3 
Luke 12:15-21 
I Kings 17:16 

OUTLINE: 
Introduction 
Are you Spirit-filled? 
The Giving-ness of God 
The Pouring Principal 
 

KEY TRUTH: 
There are two ways you    
can live: either as a giver  
who is becoming more and 
more like God, or a taker 
preoccupied with self.  The 
miracle of abundant life    
continues in our hearts as 
long as we continue to be 
“spirit-filled.” 
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CHRIST AWAKENING 

 

Introduction: The first thing I want to discuss is the fact that the Holy Spirit is 
really a person, a divine person. He is on the same level as God the Father and Christ 
Jesus, and like God the Father and Jesus, His is a distinct personality. Yet all three of 
these distinct individuals comprise the one and only true God. 
 
This is not as complex a concept as it may sound, and it is entirely scriptural. In Gen. 
5:1-2, we have this statement: 
 
  “This is the book of the genealogy of Adam. In the day that God created man, 
  He made him in the likeness of God. He created them male and female, and  
  blessed  them and called them Mankind in the day they were created.” 
 
God uses the singular and the plural together in this verse because “Mankind”  
is actually the name for man in general. Man and woman are of the species 
“Mankind.” They are both called Mankind, yet they are plural because they are  
separate persons, and they have separate personalities and functions. According 
to the above scriptures, we can say Mankind is one, yet he is two. 
 
In the same sense, God is one, yet He is three–Father, Son and Holy Spirit–and all 
through the Bible, there are references that indicate this plurality. The most famous of 
these references is in Genesis 1:26, which states, “Then God said, “Let Us make man 
in Our image, according to Our likeness….” Us and Our indicate more than one, yet the 
words image and likeness are singular. They are of the same species–God–yet their 
personalities and functions are completely different. 
 
The Holy Spirit’s Personality 
 
There are many verses in the Bible which show us the Holy Spirit’s personality. For 
example, Paul tells us in Romans 8:27: 
 
  “Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is,  
  because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.” 
 
The word Spirit here is capitalized, as it should be. Usually, when you see Spirit  
capitalized, it refers to the Holy Spirit, not to man’s spirit. You are a spirit. God is a 
Spirit. Jesus is a Spirit, angels are spirits, demons are spirits, Satan is a spirit, and  
the Holy Spirit is a Spirit. 
 
The phrase the mind of the Spirit indicates the Holy Spirit has a mind.  Having a mind 
presupposes having a will, and Paul adds in 1 Cor. 12:11: 
 
  “But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one  
  Individually as He wills.” 
 
So the Holy Spirit also has a will. In Isaiah 63:10, we have another aspect of the Holy 
Spirit listed: 
 
  “But they [the children of Israel] rebelled and grieved His Holy Spirit; so He  
  turned Himself against them as an enemy, and He fought against them.”  
 

Sermon Notes 

FOCAL SCRIPTURES: 
Genesis 1:76 
Romans 8:16, 8:27,15:16 
I Corinthians 12:11 
John 14:26, 15:26, 16:13 
I Corinthians 2:9-10 

OUTLINE: 
Introduction 
The Holy Spirit’s Personality 
The Holy Spirit’s Help 
The Holy Spirit’s Provision 
 

KEY TRUTHS: 
The Holy Spirit is God, co-equal 
with God the Father and Christ, 
God the Son — with distinct 
roles in the life of the believer 
and the world. 

The Person of the Holy Spirit     
-sermon notes based on This Is That! Article from Fred K.C. Price 
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CHRIST AWAKENING 

 Wild Goose Chase 
sermon notes based on This Is That! Article from Mark Batterson 

Introduction: It is my experience it is much easier to act like a Christian than  
it is to react like one. Most of us are good actors–we can play the part. But our        
reactions reveal who we really are. And maybe that is why Jesus focused so much of 
His teaching on reconditioning reflexes.  

 “Pray for those who persecute you.” 
 “Love your enemies.” 
 “Bless those who curse you.” 
 “If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.” 
 “If someone strikes you on the right cheek, turn to him the other also.”  
 (Matt. 5:39, 41, 44; Lk. 6:27-28). 
 
What is the natural reaction when someone slaps you? You feel like slapping            
him back, right? But the supernatural reaction is both counterintuitive and             
counterreactive. Jesus taught us to turn the other cheek. Think of it as spiritual       
aikido. We absorb the sinful energy of others and convert it into a righteous response. 
So persecution becomes a catalyst for prayer. Hatred inspires love. And we convert 
curses into blessings (1Pet. 3:9) 
 
Is there somebody in your life who brings out the worst in you? When you’re around 
her, you react in ways you later regret. Or maybe it’s someone who gets on your 
nerves or under your skin. Here’s my advice: pray for them! Nothing reconditions our 
spiritual reflexes like prayer. Start praying for the difficult people in your life, and it will 
change the way you feel about them. 
 
Have you ever wondered how Jesus was able to forgive Peter after his betrayal?       
We assume that Jesus was going to forgive him because He is the Son of God. But 
come on, His best friend had let him down at the worst possible time. If you were     
Jesus, wouldn’t you be tempted to at least hold a little grudge and bring it up at       
opportune times? So how did Jesus do it? How did He forgive so freely and fully? I 
think the answer is surprisingly simple: Jesus prayed for Peter.  “Simon, Simon, Satan 
has asked to sift you as wheat. But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may 
not fail.” (Lk. 22:31-32) And praying to forgive others doesn’t just make you feel     
better about them; it keeps you on your path to spiritual adventure. 
 
When our church purchased a piece of property where our coffeehouse on           
Capitol Hill now stands, there was an underlying risk. If our efforts to rezone the    
property from residential to commercial failed, we wouldn’t be able to build.          
Overall, we had tremendous community backing since we were turning a              
crackhouse into coffeehouse. But during the rezoning process we discovered that 
some influential neighbors had decided to oppose our rezoning efforts because of 
some misinformation about what we planned to do. I followed a link to a Web site  
that had posted some nasty stuff about National Community Church (NCC). And to be 
honest, I was ticked off. Their opposition had the potential to undermine our dream of 
building a coffeehouse, and I got angrier every time I thought about it. But somehow 
God gave me the grace to pray about it each time I got upset. It’s about as close as 
I’ve ever come to praying without ceasing. 

 

Sermon Notes 

FOCAL SCRIPTURES: 
Matthew 5:39,41,44 
Luke 6:27-28 
John 8:1-11 
Matthew 18:21-22 

OUTLINE: 
Introduction 
Caught In The Act 
Moments Of Vulnerability 
Making It Yours 
 

KEY TRUTH: 
Nothing reconditions our 
spiritual reflexes like prayer.  
Start praying for the difficult 
people in your life, and it  
will change the way you  
feel about them. God’s love 
is proactive.  He doesn’t  
wait for us to get our act 
together; He moves first  
and we should follow suit!  
Forgiveness is the way we 
unplug from the past 
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